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TRANSMITTER DEVICE, TRANSMITTING METHOD, RECEIVER 
DEVICE, RECEIVING METHOD, COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, AND 
PROGRAM STORAGE MEDIUM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a transmitter device, a 
transmitting method, a receiver device, a receiving method, a 
communication system, and a program storage medium, and, more 
particularly, a transmitter device, a transmitting method, a 
receiver device, a receiving method, a communication system, 
and a program storage medium, for preventing unauthorized 
copying of content data and for limiting the number of uses of 
the content data. 

2 . Description of the Related Art 

Providers, who provide content data such as images and 
sound, or computer programs to a user, typically encrypt the 
content data before supplying them to the user in order to 
prevent unlimited copying of the content data. 

In this environment, only an authorized user who owns a 
predetermined encryption/decryption key can use the content 
data. 

To further strongly prevent unauthorized use of the 
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content data, some devices use a technique which allows a unit 
for reproducing content data and a unit for driving a 
recording medium storing the content data to mutually or cross 
authenticate each other. 

To limit the number uses of the content data, a provider 
stores, in a recording medium, data to be used for management 
of the number of uses of the content data, together with the 
content data, and provides these data to a user. When the 
device for driving the recording medium reads the content data 
stored in the recording medium, the device determines, based 
on the data for the management of the number of uses of the 
content data, whether the number of reads of the content data 
exceeds a predetermined number. When the number of reads of 
the content data exceeds the predetermined number, the 
provider inhibits the use of the content data. 

The data managing the number of uses is stored in a 
recording medium together with the content data. If the data 
managing the number of the uses is transferred back to the 
original recording medium after the use of the content data, 
the user uses the content data unlimited number of times. 

When the content data is moved to a second recording 
medium, the data managing the number of the uses may be moved 
to a third recording medium together with the content data. 
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After the content data is moved to the second recording medium, 
the data managing the number of the uses may be moved back to 
the original recording medium from the third recording medium 
along with the content data. In this way, a user may copy the 
content data unlimited number of times. 

In the movement process of the content data to another 
recording medium, the copying of the content data is 
repeatedly performed unlimited number of times by impeding the 
deletion of the content data or the data managing the number 
of the uses. The user can freely use the content data in a 
limitless fashion. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
prevent the unauthorized copying of content data and to limit 
the number of uses of the content data. 

In a first aspect of the present invention, a transmitter 
device includes a storage unit for storing an encrypted value 
of second data, a communication unit which, in the 
authentication of a receive device, transmits the second data 
to the receiver device while receiving an encrypted value of 
the second data from the receiver device, and a determination 
unit which, in the authentication of the receiver device, 
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determines whether the encrypted value of the second data 
received by the communication unit matches the encrypted value 
of the second data stored in the storage unit. 

Preferably, the storage unit inhibits the writing or 
reading of the encrypted value of the second data in a process 
other than the authentication process. 

Preferably, the storage unit has a tamper resistance. 

In a second aspect of the present invention, a 
transmitting method includes the step of storing an encrypted 
value of second data, the step of communication, in the 
authenticating of the receiver device, for transmitting the 
second data to the receiver device and for receiving an 
encrypted value of the second data from the receiver device, 
and, in the authenticating of the receiver device, the step of 
determining whether the encrypted value of the second data 
received in the communication step matches the encrypted value 
of the second data stored in the storing step. 

In a third aspect of the present invention, a program 
storage medium stores a transmission process program. The 
program includes the step of storing an encrypted value of 
second data, the step of communication, in the authenticating 
of a receiver device, for transmitting the second data to the 
receiver device and for receiving an encrypted value of the 
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second data from the receiver device, and, in the 
authenticating of the receiver device, the step of determining 
whether the encrypted value of the second data received in the 
communication step matches the encrypted value of the second 
data stored in the storing step. 

In a fourth aspect of the present invention, a receiver 
device includes a communication unit which, in the 
authenticating of a transmitter device, receives, from the 
transmitter device, second data that describes a limitation on 
the usage of first data while transmitting an encrypted value 
of the second data to the transmitter device, and encrypted 
value generator for generating the encrypted value of the 
second data based on the second data received by the 
communication unit, in the authenticating of the transmitter 
device. 

Preferably, the receiver device includes a random number 
generator for generating a random number having a 
predetermined bit number, and the communication unit transmits, 
to the transmitter device, the encrypted value of the second 
data together with the random number generated by the random 
number generator. 

Preferably, the receiver device includes a usage limiting 
data generator which generates, subsequent to the reception of 
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the first data, third data which describes a limitation on the 
usage of the first data based on the second data received by 
the communication unit. The encrypted value generator 
generates an encrypted value of the third data generated by 
the usage limiting data generator, and the communication unit 
transmits, to the transmitter device, the encrypted value of 
the second data together with the encrypted value of the third 
data. 

In a fifth aspect of the present invention, a receiving 
method includes the step of communication, in the 
authenticating of a transmitter device, for receiving, from 
the transmitter device, second data that describes a 
limitation on the usage of first data and for transmitting an 
encrypted value of the second data to the transmitter device, 
and, in the authenticating of the transmitter device, the step 
of generating an encrypted value of the second data based on 
the second data received in the communication step. 

In a sixth aspect of the present invention, a program 
storage medium stores a reception process program. The program 
includes the step of communication, in the authenticating of a 
transmitter device, for receiving, from the transmitter device, 
second data that describes a limitation on the usage of first 
data and for transmitting an encrypted value of the second 



- 7 - 



data to the transmitter device, and, in the authenticating of 
the transmitter device, the step of generating an encrypted 
value of the second data based on the second data received in 
the communication step. 

In a seventh aspect of the present invention, a 
communication system includes a transmitter device and a 
receiver device. The transmitter device includes a storage 
unit for storing an encrypted value of second data, a first 
communication unit which, in the authenticating of the 
receiver device, transmits the second data to the receiver 
device while receiving an encrypted value of the second data 
from the receiver device, and a determination unit which, in 
the authenticating of the receiver device, determines whether 
the encrypted value of the second data received by the first 
communication unit matches the encrypted value of the second 
data stored in the storage unit. The receiver device includes 
a second communication unit which, in the authenticating of 
the transmitter device, receives the second data from the 
transmitter device while transmitting the encrypted value of 
the second data to the transmitter device, and an encrypted 
value generator for generating the encrypted value of the 
second data based on the second data received by the second 
communication unit, in the authenticating of the transmitter 
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device . 

In accordance with the first, second, and third aspects of 
the present invention, to authenticate the receiver device, 
the transmitter device stores the encrypted value of the 
second data, and transmits the second data to the receiver 
device, while receiving the encrypted value of the second data 
from the receiver device, and determines whether the encrypted 
value of the received second data matches the encrypted value 
of the stored second data. 

In accordance with the fourth, fifth, and sixth aspects of 
the present invention, to authenticate the transmitter device, 
the receiver device receives, from the transmitter device, the 
second data that describes the limitation on the usage of the 
first data while transmitting the encrypted value of the 
second data to the transmitter device, and generates the 
encrypted value of the second data based on the received 
second data. 

In accordance with the seventh aspect of the present 
invention, to authenticate the receiver device, the 
transmitter device stores the encrypted value of the second 
data, and transmits the second data to the receiver device, 
while receiving the encrypted value of the second data from 
the receiver device, and determines whether the encrypted 
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value of the received second data matches the encrypted value 
of the stored second data; and to authenticate the transmitter 
device , the receiver device receives, from the transmitter 
device, second data that describes the limitation on the usage 
of the first data while transmitting the encrypted value of 
the second data to the transmitter device, and generates the 
encrypted value of the second data based on the received 
second data. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of a recording system of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of 
a personal computer 1 ; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of 
a DVD drive 2 ; 

FIG. 4 illustrates data stored in the DVD drive 2 or a DVD 
drive 3 ; 

FIG. 5 illustrates part of data that is transmitted 
through a network 4 when the DVD drive 2 and the personal 
computer 1 mutually authenticate each other in a cross- 
authentication process; 

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating a reproduction 
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process of content data; 

FIG. 7A is a flow diagram illustrating the process of the 
cross-authentication, and FIG. 7B is a continuation of the 
flow diagram of FIG. 7A; 

FIG. 8 illustrates another embodiment of the recording 
system; 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of 
a personal computer 101; 

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating the construction 
of an MO drive 102; 

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating the construction 
of a hard disk device 104; 

FIG. 12 is a flow diagram illustrating a movement process 
of content data; and 

FIG. 13 illustrates a program storage medium. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of the recording system 
of the present invention. A personal computer 1 is connected 
to a DVD (Digital Versatile Disk) drive 2 through a network 4 
that complies with the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineers) 1394 Standard. 

The personal computer 1 performs a cross authentication 
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with the DVD drive 2 before the DVD 2 supplies content data, 
such as sound or images (moving images or still images). In 
the cross-authentication process, the personal computer 1 
receives , through the network 4 , content management data 
describing the condition on the use of the content data 
supplied by the DVD drive 2. The personal computer 1 updates 
the content management data in accordance with the usage of 
the content data by the personal computer 1 (in response to 
the reproduction and copying of the content data). 

The personal computer 1 determines hash values, i.e., one- 
way encrypted values, of the received content management data 
and the updated content management data, by applying one-way 
hash function such as the MD (Message Digest) 5 hash function 
to each of the content management data received from the DVD 
drive 2 and the updated content management data. 

The personal computer 1 sends the hash values of the 
received content management data and the updated content 
management data to the DVD drive 2 together with a random 
number generated thereby. 

After the cross-authentication process with the DVD drive 
2, the personal computer 1 receives, from the DVD drive 2, the 
content data (encrypted), namely, data such as sound and 
images, and a content key that has encrypted the content data. 
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The personal computer 1 decrypts the content data with the 
content key, and reproduces the decrypted content data. 

In the cross-authentication process, the DVD drive 2 reads 
content management data stored in a DVD 3, and sends the 
content management data to the personal computer 1 via the 
network 4. In the cross-authentication process, the DVD drive 
2 receives, from the personal computer 1, the hash value of 
the content management data, the hash value of the updated 
content management data, and the random number generated by 
the personal computer 1 . 

After the cross-authentication with the personal computer 
1, the DVD drive 2 reads the content data, namely, the data of 
sound and images, and the content key recorded onto the loaded 
DVD 3, and sends these data to the personal computer 1 via the 
network 4 . 

The DVD drive 2 stores, in a memory to be discussed later, 
a storage key, which is an encryption key which has encrypted 
the content key stored in the DVD 3, and a hash value, i.e., a 
value that has been obtained by applying the hash function to 
the content management data. 

The DVD 3 stores the content data encrypted with the 
content key, the content key, i.e., the encryption key that 
has encrypted the content data, and the content management 
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data for managing the usage of the content data. 

The content data stored in the DVD 3 is encrypted with the 
content key through a common key encryption system such as the 
DES (Data Encryption Standard) or IDEA (International Data 
Encryption Algorithm) . 

The content management data is used to manage the content 
stored in the DVD 3 in connection with the number of 
reproductions, the copying of the content data to another 
recording medium, and the movement of the content data to 
another recording medium, and the operation for any of these 
steps is authorized. 

The content management data contains data indicating the 
authorized usage of the content data (for instance, the 
reproduction of the content, the copying of the content data, 
and the movement of the content data), and data indicating the 
number of the reproductions of the content data and the number 
of the copying of the content data. When the content data is 
used, the content management data is changed in the value 
thereof in response to the usage of the content data. 

The content key is encrypted with the storage key stored 
in the memory in the DVD drive 2 . 

In accordance with the IEEE1394 Standard, the network 4 
supplies the DVD drive 2 with the data output by the personal 
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computer 1, while supplying the personal computer 1 with the 
data output by the DVD drive 2. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of 
the personal computer 1. A CPU (Central Processor Unit) 21 
executes a variety of application programs and an OS 
(Operating System). A ROM (Read-Only Memory) 22 stores 
programs executed by the CPU 21, and arithmetic parameters 
having essentially constant -value data. A RAM (Random- Access 
Memory) 23 stores programs executed by the CPU 21 in operation, 
and parameters that vary in the execution of the programs. 
Theses components are interconnected by a host bus 24 composed 
of a CPU bus and a memory bus. 

The host bus 24 is connected to an external bus 26 such as 
a PCI (Peripheral Component Interconnect /Interface) bus, 
through a bridge 25. 

A user operates a keyboard 28 to enter a diversity of 
commands to the CPU 21, and a mouse 29 to point to or select a 
location on screen. A monitor 30 may be a liquid-crystal 
display device or a CRT (Cathode Ray Tube), and displays a 
variety of information in text or image. An HDD (Hard Disk 
Drive) 31 and a FDD (Floppy Disk Drive) 32 respectively drive 
a hard disk and a floppy disk, and record or reproduce 
programs and information, respectively onto or from the hard 
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disk and the floppy disk. The keyboard 28 through the FDD 32 
are interconnected to each other through an interface 27 , and 
the interface 27 is connected to the CPU 21 through the 
external bus 26, the bridge 25, and the host bus 24. 

An IEEE13 94 interface board 33 is connected to the network 
4. The IEEE1394 interface board 33 assembles data supplied by 
the CPU 21 or HDD 31 into a packet specified by the IEEE1394 
Standard, and transmits the packet over the network 4. The 
IEEE1394 interface board 33 receives data assembled in a 
received packet and output the data to the CPU 21 or HDD 31. 
The IEEE1394 interface board 33 also performs predetermined 
process in accordance with the IEEE1394 Standard. 

The IEEE1394 interface board 33 is connected to the CPU 21 
through the external bus 26, the bridge 25, and the host bus 
24. 

Referring to a block diagram shown in FIG. 3, the 
construction of the DVD drive 2 is now discussed. An IEEE1394 
interface board 51 is connected to the network 4, and 
assembles data supplied by a recording and reproducing unit 52 
or a memory 53 into a packet specified by the IEEE13 94 
Standard. The IEEE1394 interface board 51 sends the packet 
over the network 4 to the personal computer 1, while 
outputting data in a packet received through the network 4 
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from the personal computer 1 to the recording and reproducing 
unit 52 or the memory 53. The IEEE1394 interface board 51 also 
performs predetermined process in accordance with the IEEE1394 
Standard . 

The IEEE1394 interface board 51 performs a cross- 
authentication process with the personal computer 1 . Only 
during the cross-authentication process, the IEEE1394 
interface board 51 reads the data stored in the memory 53 
while storing predetermined data onto memory 53. 

The memory 53 having an aluminum layer makes it difficult 
for a third party to understand the internal structure thereof, 
even if the memory 53 is physically disassembled. The memory 
53 is a semiconductor memory and has a tamper resistance that 
permits the memory 53 to operate within a predetermined 
limited voltage range so that the memory 53 is hard to 
separately operate. The memory 53 stores the storage key and 
the hash value of the content management data. 

The recording and reproducing unit 52 is loaded with the 
DVD 3. The recording and reproducing unit 52 reads, from the 
loaded DVD 3, the content data, the content key, and the 
content management data, and outputs these data to the 
IEEE1394 interface board 51. The recording and reproducing 
unit 52 feeds the loaded DVD 3 with the content data, the 
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content key, and the content management data supplied through 
the IEEE1394 interface board 51. 

FIG. 4 illustrates the data stored in the DVD drive 2 and 
the data recorded in the DVD 3 . The DVD 3 records the content 
key encrypted by the storage key, the content data encrypted 
by the content key, and the content management data for 
managing the usage of the content data. 

The memory 53 of the DVD 2 stores the storage key, and the 
hash value that has been obtained by applying the 
predetermined hash function on the content management data. 
The storage key or the hash value of the content management 
data is read from the memory 53 or is updated in value, only 
when the IEEE1394 interface board 51 performs a cross- 
authentication process with the personal computer 1. 

FIG. 5 illustrates part of data transmitted through the 
network 4 when the DVD drive 2 and the personal computer 1 
perform the cross-authentication process. In the cross- 
authentication process involved in the usage of the content 
data, the personal computer 1 generates a random number having 
a predetermined number of bits (for instance, 64 bits), while 
updating the current content management data received from the 
DVD drive 2 in response to the usage of the content data, and 
generating the updated content management data. 
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The personal computer 1 applies the one-way hash function 
such as the MD5 to each of the content management data 
received from the DVD drive 2 and the updated content 
management data, thereby determining the hash values of the 
received content management data and the updated content 
management data. 

The personal computer 1 transmits to the DVD drive 2 the 
generated random number, the hash value of the current content 
management data, and the hash value of the updated content 
management data. 

When the DVD drive 2 receives the random number generated 
by the personal computer 1, the current hash value of the 
content management data, and the hash value of the content 
management data updated by the personal computer 1, the DVD 
drive 2 encrypts the random number generated by the personal 
computer 1, the current content management data, and the 
updated content management data. 

The DVD drive 2 transmits, to the personal computer 1, the 
encrypted random number generated by the personal computer 1, 
the encrypted current content management data, and the 
encrypted updated content management data. 

The DVD drive 2 generates and transmits a random number 
having a predetermined number of bits (for instance, 64 bits) 
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to the personal computer 1 . 

T he personal computer 1 encrypts the random number having 
the predetermined number of bits from the DVD drive 2, and 
then sends the encrypted random number to the DVD drive 2. 

The reproduction of the content in the recording system of 
the present invention is now discussed, referring to a flow 
diagram shown in FIG. 6. In step Sll, the personal computer 1 
and the DVD drive 2 perform a cross-authentication process, 
thereby generating a common key. The cross-authentication 
process will be discussed in detail later, referring to flow 
diagrams shown in FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B. In step S12, the 
IEEE 13 94 interface board 51 in the DVD drive 2 reads the 
storage key from the memory 53, and causes the recording and 
reproducing unit 52 to read the content key stored in the 
loaded DVD 3. The read process for reading the storage key 
stored in the memory 53 may be carried out in the cross- 
authentication process in step Sll. The IEEE1394 interface 
board 51 decrypts the content key with the storage key. 

In step S13, the IEEE1394 interface board 51 encrypts the 
content key with the common key generated in step Sll. In step 
S14, the IEEE1394 interface board 51 sends the content key 
encrypted with the common key to the personal computer 1 via 
the network 4 . 
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In step S15, the IEEE1394 interface board 33 in the 
personal computer 1 receives, via the network 4, the content 
key encrypted with the common key, transmitted by the DVD 
drive 2. In step Si 6, the IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the 
DVD drive 2 causes the recording and reproducing unit 52 to 
read, from the loaded DVD 3, the content data encrypted with 
the content key. The IEEE 13 94 interface board 51 in the DVD 
drive 2 sends, to the personal computer 1 via the network 4, 
the content data encrypted with the content key. 

In step S17, the IEEE1394 interface board 33 in the 
personal computer 1 receives the content data encrypted with 
the content key, and transmitted by the DVD drive 2. In step 
SI 8, the CPU 21 in the personal computer 1 decrypts the 
content key, received in step S15, with the common key 
generated in step Sll. 

In step S19, the CPU 21 in the personal computer 1 
decrypts the content data, received in step S17, with the 
decrypted content key. 

In step S20, the IEEE1394 interface board 33 in the 
personal computer 1 sends the content management data, updated 
in the cross-authentication process in step Sll, to the DVD 
drive 2 through the network 4. In step S21, the IEEE13 94 
interface board 51 in the DVD drive 2 receives the updated 
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content management data. In step S22, the recording and 
reproducing unit 52 stores the updated content management data 
in the loaded DVD 3. 

In step S23, the personal computer 1 reproduces the 
content from the decrypted content data. The reproduction 
process ends. 

In this way, the personal computer 1 receives the content 
key and the content data from the DVD drive 2, thereby 
reproducing the content. 

FIGS. 7A and 7B are flow diagrams illustrating the cross- 
authentication process performed between the personal computer 
1 and the DVD drive 2 , corresponding to the process step in 
step Sll in the flow diagram shown in FIG. 6. In step S31, the 
IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the DVD device 2 causes the 
recording and reproducing unit 52 to read the content 
management data from the loaded DVD 3. The IEEE1394 interface 
board 51 sends the content management data to the personal 
computer 1 via the network 4 . 

In step S51, the IEEE1394 interface board 33 in the 
personal computer 1 receives, via the network 4, the content 
management data transmitted by the DVD drive 2. In step S52, 
the CPU 21 in the personal computer 1 applies the one-way hash 
function such as the MD5 to the content management data 
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received from the DVD drive 2, thereby calculating the hash 
value Ha of the content management data. 

In step S53, the CPU 21 in the personal computer 1 
calculates post-reproduction content management data in 
response to the reproduction of the content. In step S54, the 
CPU 21 in the personal computer 1 calculates the hash value Hb 
of the post-reproduction content management data by applying 
the hash function such as the MD5 to the post-reproduction 
content management data. 

In step S55, the CPU 21 in the personal computer 1 
generates the random number Ra of 64 bits, for instance. In 
step S56, the IEEE1394 interface board 33 in the personal 
computer 1 sends to the DVD drive 2 via the network 4 the 
random number Ra, the hash value Ha, and the hash value Hb. 

In step S32, the IEEE13 94 interface board 51 in the DVD 
drive 2 receives the random number Ra, the hash value Ha, and 
the hash value Hb from the personal computer 1. In step S33, 
the IEEE 13 94 interface board 51 in the DVD drive 2 determines 
whether the hash value of the content management data stored 
in the memory 53 matches the hash value Ha received in step 
S3 2. When it is determined that the hash value of the content 
management data stored in the memory 53 fails to match the 
hash value Ha received in step S3 2, the content management 
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data is considered to have been tampered with, and the cross- 
authentication process is aborted. 

When it is determined in step S3 3 that the hash value of 
the content management data stored in the memory 53 matches 
the hash value Ha received in step S32, the content management 
data is considered to be free from any tampering, and the 
process goes to step S34. The IEEE1394 interface board 51 in 
the DVD drive 2 encrypts the random number Ra, the hash value 
Ha, and the hash value Hb, received in step S32. 

In step S35, the IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the DVD 
drive 2 sends the encrypted random number Ra, the encrypted 
hash value Ha, and the encrypted hash value Hb to the personal 
computer 1 • 

In step S57, the CPU 21 in the personal computer 1 
encrypts the random number Ra, the hash value Ha, and the hash 
value Hb. 

If both the personal computer 1 and the DVD drive 2 are 
legitimate, the encryption system and the encryption key in 
step S34 of the IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the DVD drive 2 
are respectively identical to the encryption system and the 
encryption key in step S57 of the CPU 21 of the personal 
computer 1. The encrypted random number Ra, the encrypted hash 
value Ha, and the encrypted hash value Hb provided by the 
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personal computer 1 are respectively identical to the 
encrypted random number Ra, the encrypted hash value Ha, and 
the encrypted hash value Hb provided by the DVD drive 2. 

In step S58, the IEEE1394 interface board 33 in the 
personal computer 1 receives the encrypted random number Ra, 
the encrypted hash value Ha, and the encrypted hash value Hb 
from the DVD drive 2 via the network 4. In step S59, the CPU 
21 in the personal computer 1 respectively compares, for 
matching, the random number Ra, the hash value Ha, and the 
hash value Hb, encrypted in step S57, with the encrypted 
random number Ra, the encrypted hash value Ha, and the 
encrypted hash value Hb, received in step S58. When it is 
determined that the random number Ra, the hash value Ha, and 
the hash value Hb, encrypted in step S57, fail to respectively 
match with the counterparts received, if any, the DVD drive 2 
is not legitimate, the DVD drive 2 is not authenticated, and 
the process ends. 

In step S36, the IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the DVD 
drive 2 generates a random number Rb of 64 bits. In step S37, 
the IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the DVD drive 2 sends the 
generated random number Rb to the personal computer 1 via the 
network 4. In step S38, the IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the 
DVD drive 2 encrypts the random number Rb. 
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When it is determined in step S59 that the encrypted 
random number Ra, the encrypted hash value Ha, and the 
encrypted hash value Hb respectively match the received 
encrypted random number Ra, the received encrypted hash value 
Ha, and the received encrypted hash value Hb, the DVD drive 2 
is legitimate. The process goes to step S60. The IEEE1394 
interface board 33 in the personal computer 1 receives the 
random number Rb from the DVD drive 2 via the network 4. 

In step S61, the CPU 21 in the personal computer 1 
encrypts the random number Rb received in step S60. When the 
personal computer 1 and the DVD drive 2 are legitimate, the 
encryption system and the encryption key in step S3 8 of the 
IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the DVD drive 2 are 
respectively identical to the encryption system and the 
encryption key in step S61 of the CPU 21 in the personal 
computer 1, and the encrypted random numbers also identical. 

In step S62, the IEEE1394 interface board 33 in the 
personal computer 1 sends the random number Rb encrypted in 
step S61 to the DVD drive 2 via the network 4. 

In step S39, the IEEE1394 interface board 51 in the DVD 
drive 2 receives the encrypted random number Rb from the 
personal computer 1. In step S40, the IEEE1394 interface board 
51 in the DVD drive 2 determines whether the random number Rb 
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encrypted in step S3 8 matches the encrypted random number Rb 
received in step S3 9. When it is determined that the random 
number Rb encrypted in step S3 8 fails to match the encrypted 
random number Rb received in step S3 9, the personal computer 1 
is not legitimate. The personal computer 1 is not 
authenticated, and the process ends. 

When it is determined in step S40 that the random number 
Rb encrypted in step S3 8 matches the encrypted random number 
Rb received in step S39, the personal computer 1 is legitimate. 

The process then goes to step S41. The IEEE1394 interface 
board 51 in the DVD drive 2 stores in the memory 53 the hash 
value Hb received in step S32. 

Authenticating the personal computer 1, the IEEE1394 

interface board 51 in DVD drive 2 generates a common key from 
the random number Ra and the random number Rb in step 42. The 

DVD drive 2 thus completes the process thereof. 

Authenticating the DVD drive 2, the CPU 21 in the personal 

computer 1 generates a common key from the random number Ra 

and the random number Rb in step S63. The personal computer 1 

thus completes the process thereof. 

The DVD drive 2 stores the hash value of the content 

management data in the memory 53 , and compares it with the 

hash value calculated by the personal computer 1 in the cross- 
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authentication process. When the content management data has 
been tampered with, the DVD drive 2 does not authenticate the 
personal computer 1. 

Since the DVD drive 2 stores in the memory 53 the hash 
value of the newly received content management data having 
tamper resistance in the cross -authentication process, the 
hash value of the new content management data is prevented 
from being tampered. 

The personal computer 1 sends, to the DVD drive 2, the 
hash value of the content management data together with a 
random number which is generated each time. If any apparatus, 
pretending to be the personal computer 1, attempts to receive 
and store the hash value of the content management data for 
cross authentication, the cross-authentication process will be 
unsuccessful. 

When the number of reproductions of the content data is 
not limited, the content management data, subsequent to the 
reproduction of the content data, calculated in step S53, may 
be identical to the content management data received in step 
S51. 

Now discussed is another recording system in which the 
content data may be moved to the other recording medium while 
the content data stored in a recording medium is protected 
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from unauthorized copying. FIG. 8 illustrates another 
embodiment of the recording system in which the content data 
can be moved. A personal computer 101 is connected to an MO 
(Magneto-Optical Disk) drive 102 and a hard disk device 104 
through an SCSI (Small Computer System Interface). 

The MO drive 102 reads the content data, namely, data of 
sound and images, recorded in a loaded MO disk 103, and feeds 
the personal computer 101 or the hard disk device 104 with the 
content data. The MO drive 102 stores, in a memory to be 
discussed later, a storage key, which is an encryption key 
encrypting a content key stored in the MO disk 103, and a hash 
value that is obtained by applying one-way hash function such 
as the MD5 to content management data. 

The MO disk 103 records encrypted content data, a content 
key, which is an encryption key encrypting the content data, 
and content management data managing the usage of the content 
data . 

The content data recorded in the MO disk 103 is encrypted 
with the content data based on a common encryption system such 
as the DES or IDEA. 

The content management data is used to manage the content 
stored in the MO disk 103 in connection with the number of 
reproductions, the copying of the content data to another 
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recording medium, and the movement of the content data to 
another recording medium, and the operation for any of these 
steps is authorized. 

The content management data contains data indicating the 
authorized usage of the content data, and data indicating the 
number of the reproductions of the content data or the number 
of the copying of the content data. When the content data is 
used, the content management data is changed in the value 
thereof in response to the usage of the content data. 

The content key is encrypted with a storage key stored in 
the memory of the MO drive 102. 

The hard disk device 104 records, in a hard disk drive, 
the data supplied by the personal computer 101 or the MO drive 
102, or feeds the personal computer 101 or the MO drive 102 
with the data recorded therein. 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating the construction of 
the personal computer 101. The discussion of CPU 121 and FDD 
132 is omitted here, because the CPU 121 and FDD 132 are 
respectively identical in construction to the CPU 21 and FDD 
32 shown in FIG. 2. 

An SCSI interface board 133, provided with predetermined 
SCSI cables attached thereto, feeds data supplied by the CPU 
121, RAM 123, or HDD 131, to the MO drive 102 or the hard disk 
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device 104, while feeding data received from the MO drive 102 
or the hard disk device 104 to one of the CPU 121, RAM 123, 
and HDD 131. 

The SCSI interface board 133 is connected to the CPU 121 
via an external bus 126, a bridge 125, and a host bus 124. 

Referring to a block diagram shown in FIG. 10, the 
construction of the MO drive 102 is discussed. An SCSI 
interface 151, having SCSI cables attached thereto, feeds data, 
supplied by a recording and reproducing unit 152 or a memory 
153, to the personal computer 101 or the hard disk device 104, 
while feeding data received from the personal computer 101 or 
the hard disk device 104 to the recording and reproducing unit 

152 or the memory 153. 

The SCSI interface 151 performs the cross-authentication 
process, discussed with reference to the flow diagram shown in 
FIG. 7, with the personal computer 101 or the hard disk device 
104. Only during the cross-authentication process, the SCSI 
interface 151 reads data stored in the memory 153, while 
storing predetermined data onto the memory 153. 

The memory 153 having an aluminum layer makes it difficult 
for a third party to understand the internal structure thereof, 
even if the memory 153 is physically disassembled. The memory 

153 is a semiconductor memory and has a tamper resistance that 
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permits the memory 153 to operate within a predetermined 
limited voltage range so that the memory 153 is hard to 
separately operate. The memory 153 stores the storage key and 
the hash value of the content management data. 

The recording and reproducing unit 152 is loaded with the 
MO disk 103. The recording and reproducing unit 152 reads, 
from the loaded MO disk 103, content data, a content key, or 
content management data, and outputs these data to the SCSI 
interface 151, while recording, in the loaded MO disk 103, 
content data, a content key, or content management data 
supplied by the SCSI interface 151. 

Referring to a block diagram shown in FIG. 11, the 
construction of the hard disk device 104 is discussed. An SCSI 
interface 161, having SCSI cables attached thereto, sends data, 
supplied by a hard disk drive 162 or a memory 163, to the 
personal computer 101 or the MO drive 102, while outputting 
data, received from the personal computer 101 or the MO drive 
102, to the hard disk drive 162 or the memory 163. 

The SCSI interface 161 performs the cross-authentication 
process, discussed with reference to the flow diagram shown in 
FIG. 7, with the personal computer 101 or the MO drive 102. 
Only during the cross-authentication process, the SCSI 
interface 161 reads the data stored in the memory 163, while 
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storing predetermined data onto the memory 163. 

The memory 163 having an aluminum layer makes it difficult 
for a third party to understand the internal structure thereof, 
even if the memory 163 is physically disassembled. The memory 
163 is a semiconductor memory and has a tamper resistance that 
permits the memory 163 to operate within a predetermined 
limited voltage range so that the memory 163 is hard to 
separately operate. The memory 163 stores the storage key and 
the hash value of the content management data. 

The hard disk drive 162 reads content data, a content key, 
or content management data stored in a built-in hard disk, and 
outputs these data to the SCSI interface 161, while records, 
in the built-in hard disk, content data, a content key, or 
content management data supplied by the SCSI interface 161. 

FIG. 12 is a flow diagram showing the process of moving 
the content data, stored in the MO disk 103 loaded in the MO 
drive 102, to the hard disk drive 162 in the recording system 
shown in FIG. 8. In step S81, the recording and reproducing 
unit 152 in the MO drive 102 calculates post-movement content 
management data, based on the content management data stored 
in the MO disk 103. The recording and reproducing unit 152 
supplies the SCSI interface 151 with the calculated post- 
movement content management data. 



- 33 - 



in step S82, the SCSI interface 151 in the MO drive 102 
and the SCSI interface board 133 in the personal computer 101 
perform the cross-authentication process in the same way as 
described with reference to the flow diagram shown in FIG. 7, 
thereby generating a common key Kl . 

In step S81, the SCSI interface board 133 sends current 
content management data and post-movement content management 
data to the personal computer 101, and the personal computer 
101 calculates a hash value, based on the received current 
content management data and the received post-movement content 
management data. 

In step S83, the SCSI interface 151 in the MO drive 102 
causes the memory 153 to update the stored content management 
data to the post-movement value calculated in step S81, 
concurrently with the cross-authentication process in step S82. 

in step S84, the SCSI interface 151 in the MO drive 102 
causes the recording and reproducing unit 152 to read the 
content key from the MO disk 103, and decrypts the content key 
with the storage key stored in the memory 153. 

In step S85, the SCSI interface 151 in the MO drive 102 
encrypts the decrypted content key with the common key Kl 
generated in step S82. In step S86, the SCSI interface 151 in 
the MO drive 102 transmits the content key encrypted with the 
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common key Kl to the personal computer 101. 

In step S87, the SCSI interface board 133 in the personal 
computer 101 receives the encrypted content key from the MO 
drive 102. 

In step S88, the CPU 121 in the personal computer 101 
decrypts the content key, received in step S87, with the 
common key Kl generated in step S82. 

In step S89, the hard disk drive 162 in the hard disk 
device 104 calculates post-movement content management data 
(to be used for the cross -authentication process). 

In step S90, the SCSI interface 161 in the hard disk 
device 104 and the SCSI interface board 133 in the personal 
computer 101 perform the cross-authentication process in the 
same way as described with reference to the flow diagram shown 
in FIG. 7, thereby generating a common key K2 . In the cross- 
authentication process between the personal computer 101 and 
the hard disk device 104, the personal computer 101 transmits, 
to the hard disk device 104, the post -movement content 
management data calculated in step S81 by the MO drive 102. 

In step S91, the SCSI interface 161 in the hard disk 
device 104 updates the content management data stored in the 
memory 163 to the post-movement content management data 
received in step S90, concurrently with the cross- 
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authentication process in step S90. 

In step S92, the CPU 121 in the personal computer 101 
encrypts the content key, decrypted in step S88, with the 
common key K2 . In step S93 7 the SCSI interface board 133 in 
the personal computer 101 transmits the content key, encrypted 
with the common key K2, to the hard disk device 104. 

In step S94, the SCSI interface 161 in the hard disk 
device 104 receives the content key, encrypted with the common 
K2, from the personal computer 101. 

in step S95, the SCSI interface 161 in the hard disk 
device 104 decrypts the content key, received in step S94, 
with the common key K2 . 

In step S96, the recording and reproducing unit 152 in the 
MO drive 102 deletes the content key from the loaded MO disk 
103. 

In step S97, the SCSI interface 161 in the hard disk 
device 104 encrypts the content key, decrypted in step S95, 
with the storage key stored in the memory 163. In step S98, 
the hard disk drive 162 in the hard disk device 104 records 
the encrypted content key. 

In step S99, the SCSI interface 151 in the MO drive 102 
causes the recording and reproducing unit 152 to read the 
content data from the MO disk 103, and moves the content data 
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to the hard disk device 104. 

In the recording system shown in FIG. 8, the content data 
stored in the MO disk 103 is moved to the hard disk device 104. 

If an attempt is made to use the content data recorded in the 
other MO disk to which the content data is transferred from 
the MO disk 103, after the content data in the MO disk 103 is 
used, the cross-authentication process in step S82 reveals 
that the other MO disk is illegitimate. The content data 
transferred to the other MO disk therefore cannot be used. 

In the above discussion, the recording media to which the 
content data is recorded are the DVD 3, the MO disk 103, or 
the hard disk. Alternatively, the recording media may be an 
optical disk, a semiconductor memory, a magnetic tape or 
printed matter (printed matter having two-dimensional bar 
codes printed thereon) . 

The content data recorded onto the recording medium is 
sound or images (including a moving image and a still image) 
in the above discussion. Alternatively, the content data may 
be a computer program, data (file) describing an access right 
to a predetermined server, or a ticket storing data for 
enjoying a predetermined service. 

The devices for reproducing the content are the personal 
computer 1 or the personal computer 101 in the above 
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discussion. Alternatively, the devices may be a home appliance 
such as a set-top box, a server, or a computer peripheral 
device such as a DVD drive. 

If a program, executed by the personal computer 1 or the 
personal computer 101, for the reproduction or authentication 
of the content, is set to be difficult to analyze, protection 
against the unauthorized use of the content data is even more 
reinforced. 

The personal computer 1, the personal computer 101, the 
DVD drive 2, the MO drive 102, and the hard disk device 104 
transmit data or receive data through the network 4 or the 
SCSI cable in compliance with the IEEE 13 94 Standard. 
Alternatively, a different type of network and a different 
type of interface for data transmission may be employed. 

A memory card, having a semiconductor memory therewithin 
and serially controlled, stores encrypted music data as the 
content data. To reproduce music, such a memory card is loaded 
into an interface of a predetermined personal computer. 

To limit the number of reproductions of music, the content 
management data stored in the memory card is decremented in 
response to the number of the reproductions of the music. When 
the content management data becomes "zero", the personal 
computer having the memory card loaded therewithin cannot use 
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the music data stored in the memory card any longer (cannot 
reproduce the music any longer) . 

The interface having the memory card mounted thereon may 
store the hash value of the content management data. If the 
content management data stored in the memory card is 
transferred to another memory card, the transferred music data 
can never be used once the music data in the memory card is 
used. 

If the interface having the memory card mounted thereon 
monitors a signal output in the cross-authentication process, 
records and tampers with the signal, a successful cross- 
authentication process is impossible because the hash value of 
the content management data is transmitted together with a 
random number generated each time. 

In this way, the unauthorized copying is prevented, 
regardless of the type of the recording media to which the 
content data is recorded, the type of signaling system for 
signal transmissions, and the type of interfaces. 

In the above discussion, the memory 53, the memory 153, 
and the memory 163 store the hash values that are obtained by 
applying the hash function to the content management data. 
Alternatively, these memories may store content management 
data that is encrypted through the common key system such as 
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the DES. 

The above series of process steps may be executed by 
hardware or by software. When the series of the process steps 
are performed by software, a program constituting the software 
is installed from a program storage medium to a computer that 
may be assembled into dedicated hardware, or to a general- 
purpose personal computer which is capable of performing 
various functions with a variety of programs installed 
thereinto. 

As shown in FIG. 13, the program storage media for storing 
a program that may be installed and be ready to run in a 
computer may include a magnetic disk 351 (such as a floppy 
disk), an optical disk 352 (such as CD-ROM (Compact Disc-Read 
Only Memory) or DVD (Digital Versatile Disc)), MAGNETO -OPTICAL 
DISK 353 (such as MD (Mini Disc)), a package medium containing 
a semiconductor memory 354, ROM 302 that stores a program 
temporarily or permanently, and a hard disk forming a storage 
unit 308. The storing of a program into the program storage 
media may be performed via interfaces such as a router or a 
modem using wire or wireless communication media such as local 
area network, the Internet, and digital broadcasting satellite. 

In the above discussion, steps describing the program 
stored in the program storage media may be sequentially 
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executed in the order described here. However, it is not a 
requirement that the steps be sequentially executed in the 
order described here. Some of the steps may be performed 
concurrently in parallel or separately. 

In the above discussion, the term system is intended to 
represent an entire system that may be composed of a plurality 
of apparatuses. 

In accordance with the present invention, to authenticate 
the receiver device, the transmitter device stores the 
encrypted value of the second data, and transmits the second 
data to the receiver device, while receiving the encrypted 
value of the second data from the receiver device, and 
determines whether the encrypted value of the received second 
data matches the encrypted value of the stored second data. 
This arrangement prevents the unauthorized copying of the 
content data, and limits the number of uses of the content 
data. 

In accordance with the present invention, to authenticate 
the transmitter device, the receiver device receives, from the 
transmitter device, the second data that describes the 
limitation on the usage of the first data while transmitting 
the encrypted value of the second data to the transmitter 
device, and generates an encrypted value of the second data 
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based on the received second data. This arrangement prevents 
the unauthorized copying of the content data, and limits the 
number of uses of the content data. 

In the communication system, to authenticate the receiver 
device, the transmitter device stores the encrypted value of 
the second data, and transmits the second data to the receiver 
device, while receiving the encrypted value of the second data 
from the receiver device, and the transmitter device 
determines whether the encrypted value of the received second 
data matches the encrypted value of the stored second data; 
and to authenticate the transmitter device, the receiver 
device receives, from the transmitter device, the second data 
that describes the limitation on the usage of the first data 
while transmitting the encrypted value of the second data to 
the transmitter device, and generates an encrypted value of 
the second data based on the received second data. This 
arrangement prevents the unauthorized copying of the content 
data, and limits the number of uses of the content data. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A transmitter device which transmits first data to a 
receiver device by driving a recording medium that stores the 
first data and second data that describes a limitation on the 
usage of the first data, the transmitter device comprising: 

storage means for storing an encrypted value of the second 

data; 

communication means which, in the authenticating of the 
receiver device, transmits the second data to the receiver 
device while receiving an encrypted value of the second data 
from the receiver device; and 

determination means which, in the authenticating of the 
receiver device, determines whether the encrypted value of the 
second data received by the communication means matches the 
encrypted value of the second data stored in the storage means. 

2 . A transmitter device according of Claim 1 , wherein the 
storage means inhibits the writing or reading of the encrypted 
value of the second data in a process other than the 
authentication process. 

3 . A transmitter device according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
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storage means has a tamper resistance. 

4. A transmitting method of a transmitter device which 
transmits first data to a receiver device by driving a 
recording medium that stores the first data and second data 
that describes a limitation on the usage of the first data, 
the transmitting method comprising: 

the step of storing an encrypted value of the second data; 

in the authenticating of the receiver device, the step of 
communication for transmitting the second data to the receiver 
device and for receiving an encrypted value of the second data 
from the receiver device; and 

in the authenticating of the receiver device, the step of 
determining whether the encrypted value of the second data 
received in the communication step matches the encrypted value 
of the second data stored in the storing step. 

5. A program storage medium for storing a transmission 
process program for transmitting first data to a receiver 
device by driving a recording medium that stores the first 
data and second data that describes a limitation on the usage 
of the first data, the program executed by a transmitter 
device and comprising: 
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the step of storing an encrypted value of the second data; 

in the authenticating of the receiver device, the step of 
communication for transmitting the second data to the receiver 
device and for receiving an encrypted value of the second data 
from the receiver device; and 

in the authenticating of the receiver device, the step of 
determining whether the encrypted value of the second data 
received in the communication step matches the encrypted value 
of the second data stored in the storing step. 

6 . A receiver device for receiving first data from a 
transmitter device, the receiver device comprising: 

communication means which, in the authenticating of the 
transmitter device, receives, from the transmitter device, 
second data that describes a limitation on the usage of the 
first data while transmitting an encrypted value of the second 
data to the transmitter device; and 

encrypted value generator means for generating the 
encrypted value of the second data based on the second data 
received by the communication means, in the authenticating of 
the transmitter device. 

7. A receiver device according to Claim 6, further 
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comprising random number generator means for generating a 
random number having a predetermined bit number, wherein the 
communication means transmits, to the transmitter device, the 
encrypted value of the second data together with the random 
number generated by the random number generator means. 

8. A receiver device according to Claim 6, further 
comprising usage limiting data generator means which generates, 
subsequent to the reception of the first data, third data 
which describes a limitation on the usage of the first data, 
based on the second data received by the communication means, 
wherein the encrypted value generator means generates an 
encrypted value of the third data generated by the usage 
limiting data generator means, and 

the communication means transmits, to the transmitter 
device, the encrypted value of the second data together with 
the encrypted value of the third data. 

9. A receiving method of a receiver device for receiving 
first data from a transmitter device, comprising: 

in the authenticating of the transmitter device, the step 
of communication for receiving, from the transmitter device, 
second data that describes a limitation on the usage of the 
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first data and for transmitting an encrypted value of the 
second data to the transmitter device; and 

in the authenticating of the transmitter device, the step 
of generating an encrypted value of the second data based on 
the second data received in the communication step. 

10. A program storage medium for storing a reception 
process program for receiving first data from a transmitter 
device, the program executed by a receiver device and 
comprising: 

in the authenticating of the transmitter device, the step 
of communication for receiving, from the transmitter device, 
second data that describes a limitation on the usage of the 
first data and for transmitting an encrypted value of the 
second data to the transmitter device; and 

in the authenticating of the transmitter device, the step 
of generating an encrypted value of the second data based on 
the second data received in the communication step. 

11. A communication system comprising a transmitter device 
which transmits first data by driving a recording medium that 
stores the first data and second data that describes a 
limitation on the usage of the first data, and a receiver 
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device for receiving the first data; 

the transmitter device comprising: 

storage means for storing an encrypted value of the second 

data; 

first communication means which, in the authenticating of 
the receiver device, transmits the second data to the receiver 
device while receiving an encrypted value of the second data 
from the receiver device; and 

determination means which, in the authenticating of the 
receiver device, determines whether the encrypted value of the 
second data received by the first communication means matches 
the encrypted value of the second data stored in the storage 
means ; and 

the receiver device comprising: 

second communication means which, in the authenticating of 
the transmitter device, receives, from the transmitter device, 
the second data that describes a limitation on the usage of 
the first data while transmitting the encrypted value of the 
second data to the transmitter device; and 

encrypted value generator means for generating the 
encrypted value of the second data based on the second data 
received by the communication means, in the authenticating of 
the transmitter device. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A memory stores a hash value of content management data. 
When an IEEE 13 94 interface authenticates a personal computer 
connected thereto via a network, the IEEE 13 94 transmits 
content management data to the personal computer while 
receiving a hash data of the content management data from the 
personal computer. The IEEE1394 interface then determines 
whether the received hash value of the content management data 
matches the stored hash value of the content management data. 
This arrangement prevents the unauthorized copying of content 
data, and limits the number of uses of the content data. 
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SONY-T0988 



BY EXPRESS MAIL NO. EL387335431US 



Declaration and Power of Attorney For Patent Application 



Japanese Language Declaration 



kite s nit*. 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 



My residence, post office address and citizenship are as 
stated next to my name. 



I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
named is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention 
entitled. 

TRANSMITTER DEVICE, TRANSMITTING METHOD, 
RECEIVER DEVICE, RECEIVING METHOD, 
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, AND PROGRAM STORAGE 
MEDIUM 



the specification of which is attached hereto unless the 
following box is checked: 

> [ was filed on as United States Application 

Number or PCT International Application Number 
and was amended on (if applicable). 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the 
contents of the above identified specification, including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 



Jfttt. 3&m»m*K 3?Sil*56 ll^^S h 



«»±. *B&»»3 5«U 9*(a)-(d)SXli3 6 5* 
lSL-CV**1M**tfJ*» 3 6 5 {a)£fcJE-f <BHRUH. X 



Prior Foreign Application(s) 



I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is 
material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Section 1.56. 



I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States 
Code, Section 119(a)-(d) or 365(b) of any foreign 
application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate, or 365(a) of 
any PCT International application which designated at least 
one country other than the United States, listed below and 
have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign 
application for patent or inventor's certificate, or PCT 
International application having a filing date before that of the 
application on which priority is claimed. 



Priority Not Claimed 



26 August 1999 



(Number) 
<#*) 



Japan (Day/Month /Year Filed) 
(Country) (KM J) 0) 
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(Application No.) (Filing Date) 
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I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 1 1 9(e) of any United States provisional application(s) 
listed below. 

(Application No.) (Filing Date) 

(WSS#* (fctiHB) 
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(Application No.) (Filing Date) 
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(Application No.) (Filing Date) 
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I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 120 of any United States application(s), or 365(c) of 
any PCT International application designating the United 
States, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of 
each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the 
prior United States or PCT International application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United 
States Code, Section 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose 
information which is material to patentability as defined in 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1 .56 which 
became available between the filing date of the prior 
application and the national or PCT International filing date of 
application. 


(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 


(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of 
the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may be jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby 
appoint the following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute 
this application and transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark office connected therewith (list name and 
registration number) 


Karl A Limbach 18,689 
George C Limbach 19,305 
John K. Uilkema 20,282 
Neil A. Smith 25,441 
Veronica C Devitt 29,375 
Ronald L. Yin 27,607 
Gerald T. Sekimura 30,103 
Michael A Stallman 29,444 
Philip A. Girard 28,848 
Michael J. Pollock 29,098 
Steven M Everett 30,050 


Alfred A Equitz 30,922 
Charles P Sammut 28,901 
Mark C. Pickering 36,239 
Patricia Coleman James 37,155 
Kathleen A. Frost 37,326 
Alan A, Limbach 39,749 
Douglas C Limbach 35,249 
Seong-Kun Oh* 

Cameron A King 41,897 
KylaL. Harnel 41,815 


Mayumi Maeda 40,075 
Michael R Ward 38,651 
RogerS Sampson 44,314 
Charles L. Hamilton 42,624 
Andrew V. Smith 43,132 
Eric N. Hoover 37,355 
Frank J Mycroft P-46,946 
Parisa Jorjam P-46,813 
Robert M McConnell P-46,912 
J Thomas McCarthy 22,420 
Joel G Ackerman 24,307 
Susan M Schmitt 34,427 




Send Correspondence to: 

Charles P. Sammut, Esq. 
Limbach & Limbach L.L.P. 
2001 Ferry Building 
San Francisco, CA 94111-4262 




Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone 
number) 

Charles P. Sammut 
(415) 433-4150 




Full name of sole or first inventor: 
RYUJI ISHIGURO 




Inventor's signature Date 
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Residence 

Tokyo, Japan 
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Citizenship 
Japan 




Post Office Address 

c/o SONY CORPORATION 
7-35, Kitashinagawa 6-chome 
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo, 141-0001 JAPAN 
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Second inventor's signature Date 




Residence 

Kanagawa, Japan 


mn 


Citizenship 
Japan 




Post Office Address 

c/o SONY CORPORATION 
7-35, Kitashinagawa 6-chome 
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo, 141-0001 JAPAN 



Page 4 of 4 



